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The Schools-to-Pasture program, under 
the auspices of the non-profit Range-

land Living Laboratory (RLL), is off to a 
good start with the launch of the program 
last week. About 20 Guffey Community 
Charter School students participated in the 
day-long AgroEcology field trip program to 
the 450 acre La Dolce Vita (LDV) Ranch, 
located a little northwest of Guffey.

There were three learning corrals (sta-
tions) focusing on three ecological cycles: 
water, nutrient and energy, using the liv-
ing laboratory model.

The students broke into three groups: K 
-2 grades, 3-5 grades and 6-8 grades, and 
rotated around to each of the three corrals, 
which were a short walk apart.

Anna Clare Monlezun, CEO of RLL and 
Giovanni Taormina, COO of RLL and both 
owners of the LDV Ranch, were the teach-
ers at the first corral this writer visited.

They were talking about the energy cy-
cle and that cows eat lots of fiber and have 

four stomachs for digestion or ruminating. 
After the lecture portion, the students 

had solo time to think and work in their 
journals. The students prepared “field 
journals” ahead of the field trip. They 
contained activity sheets with diagrams 
and vocabulary for each learning cor-
ral, as well as field sheets for recording 
observations and measurements from the 
experiential activities. RLL provided all 
of this content, which was printed out and 
bound in their journals, said Anna Clare.

The next corral was taught by Emily 
Gallagher with Gamma Grass Livestock 
talking about nutrition cycles, carbon and 
cows and how nutrients get into plants.

The last corral was taught by Dr. Roy 
Roath, professor emeritus in rangeland sci-
ence at CSU. He talked about the erosion 
dams, that they slowed the water down and 
caught debris. More water means more plants 
and wild roses are an indicator that there is 
water there. He also talked about the three 

plant groups: forbs, grasses and shrubs.
The students broke into twos and had 

five minutes to count all the different 
plants they could find. The group talked 
about soil density and picked two spots 
to check the soil infiltration rate of water 
using an infiltrometer.

Each corral had a set of general con-
cepts, principles and vocabulary with the 

students learning using the living labora-
tory model.

Even though it was very windy, it was a 
beautiful sunny day. The students seemed 
interested and engaged, asking and an-
swering questions and having a good time.

The RLL is looking for ranches near the 
Lake George Charter School, the Fairplay 
School and the Bailey School for ranches 
willing to participate in the Schools-to-Pas-
ture program. There is no cost to the school, 
the rancher or their families. RLL has funds 
for 3-5 more Schools-to-Pasture programs. 
Anyone interested or knows of anyone 
interested in participating can contact RLL 
at https://rangelandlivinglaboratory.org. 

FMI on RLL Schools-to-Pasture pro-
gram, see the Ute Country News Novem-
ber article, page 4.

FILL UP SPECIAL
VOLUME DISCOUNTS

*Price subject to change

After you qualify for LEAP you can 
also get help with your water bill

I’d read a few books about post-career 
years, but nothing really prepared 

me for the feeling of being adrift and 
ungrounded after I sold my farm, quit 
my career, and moved West. For several 
years, immersing myself in hiking, biking, 
and snowboarding adventures distracted 
me from the question of finding mean-
ing in my life. But that issue continued to 
whisper in the back of my mind. When 
mud season hit in November and derailed 
outdoor activities, I had nowhere to hide.

Many predicted I had stretched my gap 
year into retirement too soon. Were they 
right? I did have goals: finish my third 
book and discover my voice in art. But I 
have yet to meet either. Am I a watercolor-
ist, or barn quilt designer? Am I a novelist 
or columnist? Was I pouring effort into 
things that truly mattered, or just wast-
ing energy on books and a website no one 
was going to read? Was I painting works 
destined to hang only on my shed walls? 
There were lots of dark days when nothing 
I completed seemed worthy of producing. 

I didn’t want to be a drain on our soci-
ety by using health care resources without 
contributing something of value. Guilt 
flooded through me every month when 
my social security arrived at the bank 
knowing my kids were putting in hours to 
help fund that check. When help-wanted 
posters appeared in business doorways, I 
pondered applying for a job. But even a 
part time position could be fraught with 
conflict, especially if I was scheduled 
for a shift on a powder day or a morning 
when creative inspiration finally appeared.

Then, as I lamented my continued 
sadness after putting my last dog down, 
my daughter Amie suggested dog-sitting 
through an app on my phone. After a 

background check, I was connected 
with potential clients and quickly built a 
customer base. It was a perfect solution; 
enjoying the company of someone else’s 
fur baby without the expensive veterinar-
ian bills and kibble. I felt needed again.

Throughout my pharmacy career, I had 
served on the local school board, adopted 
a mile of highway near our small town, 
and entertained hospice patients while their 
families enjoyed an evening out. I wanted 
my kids to understand that it was important 
to take care of others and our planet. Now 
that I am settled into a mountain home I 
love, I can continue pursuits like that. I 
pick up trash whenever the opportunity 
arises and joined a trails board, Buena 
Vista Singletrack Coalition. Walking dogs 
for the local animal shelter is probably 
next. Maybe I’ll discover a community role 
to help others in the near future.

Recently my middle daughter Amie 
flew into town for a Red Rocks show. One 

of the biggest benefits of retirement is 
having the freedom to embrace a weekend 
escapade with her. Yes, I was probably one 
of the oldest attendees shimmying to Akon, 
but I didn’t care. After the concert, we 
stayed a few nights in Denver and rented 
scooters to ride to coffee shops, amazing 
restaurants, and Meow Wolf. It was a great 
time (even though I scooted slowly!)

I want to make the rest of my time on this 
planet meaningful and joyful. I just need 
find that delicate balance between artistic 
endeavors, athletic challenges, worthwhile 
societal programs, and hanging out with my 
wonderful circle of family and friends.

Peggy Badgett is an artist and writer. 
She has several years’ worth of adven-
tures you can read for free on her website 
pharmgirl.org, and can be reached at 
coloradopharmgirl@gmail.com. Her 
�¿�U�V�W���E�R�R�N����Rooster at the Drive through is 
available for sale at Shipping Plus.

Colorado Pharmgirl
A meaningful life
by Peggy Badgett

Peggy is rocking out at Red Rocks!

Schools-to-Pasture Field Trip
by Flip Boettcher

Second corral with Emily Gallagher, Gamma Grass Livestock, teaching nutrients.

Santa’s Elves 
are Missing in 
Downtown  
Victor
Join the fun and win big!
by Jon Zalewski

Santa’s elves have gone missing in 
Downtown Victor, and Santa needs your 

help to find them! This holiday season, 
the Victor Main Street program invites 
families, friends, and holiday revelers to 
participate in the exciting Victor Elf Hunt, 
running through December 24, 2024.

�+�R�Z���W�R���3�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H��
1. Pick up your playing card at the Claim 

Jumper General Store in the Post Office 
Building.

2. Search for the elves hidden in the 
window displays of 10 participating 
businesses in Downtown Victor.

3. Complete your card by finding all 10 
elves, filling in the location and drop-
ping it off in the drop-off box inside the 
Claim Jumper by December 24th for your 
chance to win a $200 VISA gift card.

Whether you’re shopping, dining, or 
enjoying a festive drink in Victor, the Elf 
Hunt is a fun way to engage with the local 
businesses and get into the holiday spirit. No 
purchase is necessary to participate — just 
come out and enjoy the magic of the season!

�6�X�S�S�R�U�W���O�R�F�D�O���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V��
This event is part of the “I Love Victor” 

initiative by Victor Main Street, which 
aims to promote and celebrate the unique 
character of Victor while supporting the 
town’s local businesses. By participating, 
you’re not just having fun; you’re helping 
to sustain the vibrant community of Vic-
tor, Colorado.

FMI and to stay updated on the event, 
follow Victor Main Street on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/VictorMainStreetProgram 
or reach out via email at VictorMain-
Street@Gmail.com. You can also call 
719-492-1768 for additional details.
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~ UTE COUNTRY BUSINESS ~

~OUT AND ABOUT~
Check out these activities going on right here in this area. If you know of an activity we should include, please call us at 719-686-7587 or email us at utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com.

AVAILABLE 
VIRTUALLY

ALZHEIMER’S 
ASSOCIATION WEBINAR
4 The Other Dementias 12-1:30 

p.m.
12 Virus, Vaccines & Dementia: 

New Info from CU Anschutz 
12-1:30 p.m. Pre-registration 
is required call 800-272-3900.

• NAMI Colorado: http://www.
namicolorado.org/

• Suicide prevention: https://
suicidepreventionlifeline.org/ 
or dial 988

CAÑON CITY
LIBRARY
6 Tree Lighting in Macon Plaza 

5:30-7:30 p.m. Santa and 
Mrs. Claus will be here, 
music by the madrigals and 
the dulcimer club, cocoa, 
cookies, fake snowball fi ght.

14 Santa and Mrs. Claus will 
be here 10-2 p.m., bring a 
camera and take a pic with 
the jolly couple.

19 Free Legal Clinic 2-5 p.m. Call 
719-269-9020 to schedule.

  • 1st Friday Lego Club 3 p.m.
• 2nd Friday Creative Crafting 

3 p.m.
• B.O.O.K. (Babies on our knees) 

story time Mondays 10:30
• Chess Club Wednesdays 2 p.m.
• Cribbage Club Fridays 10-noon.
• Dulcimer Club for kids 2nd and 

4th Wednesday 3:30-4:30 p.m.
• Mahjong Club Tuesdays 1-4 p.m.
• Metaphysical Group Saturdays 

10:30 a.m.
• Rummikub Club meets 3rd 

Monday of each month 1 p.m.
• Story Swap Book Chat 1st and 

3rd Tuesdays 3 p.m.
• Story time and craft Tuesday 

and Thursdays 10:30 a.m.
 All at 516 Macon Ave unless 
otherwise specifi ed. FMI 719-
269-9020 www.ccpl.lib.co.us

COLORADO 
SPRINGS

10 & 11 Holly & Ivy Holiday 
Concert 7 p.m. at Pikes Peak 
Center, performed by USAF 
Academy Band.

CRIPPLE CREEK
4 American Legion Post 171 will 

meet at 5 p.m. at the Herit-
age Center in Cripple Creek 
for their Christmas potluck 
dinner and party. Otherwise, 
Post 171 meets the fi rst 
Thursday of every month at 6 
p.m. at 400 Carr St. Food and 
refreshments at 5 p.m.

11 Aspen Mine Center Christ-
mas Dinner 11:30-1 p.m.

12 Winter Wonderland Recep-
tion 3:30-6:30 p.m.

13 Soup for the Soul & Greatest 
Gold Camp Cookie Contest 
11:30-1 p.m.

13 Headframe Lights Tour 5:30 
p.m. (shuttle)

14 AMC Craft Fair 9-3 p.m.
14 Kids Crafts & Santa Visit 10 a.m.
14 Christmas Parade noon.
14 Colorado Springs Chorale Con-

cert 3:30 p.m. at Cripple Creek 
Baptist Church 137 M First St.

19 Toys for Tots 4:30-7 p.m. at 
CCV High School

19 Third Thursday of the month 
is the Two Mile High Club 
monthly meeting at 5:30 p.m. 

in the lower level of the Dou-
ble Eagle Casino complex 
442 East Bennett Ave.

• GED Classes Mondays & 
Wednesdays 1-3 p.m. New 
students (min. age 16) may 
join GED classes after com-
pleting orientation and $40 
registration fee. FMI Katy@
cpteller.org.

   ASPEN MINE CENTER
29 Commodities distribution 

9-1 p.m.
• Mondays AA meeting 3-4 p.m. 

upstairs conference room.
• Tuesdays BINGO 10:30 a.m. 

for seniors.
• Wednesdays Luncheon 11:30-

1 p.m. upstairs dining room, 
every Wed, FREE!

• Mexican Train on Thursday 
10:30a.m.
All programs at 166 E Ben-
nett Ave. FMI 719-689-3584 
x124.

DIVIDE
6, 20 Teller Senior Coalition 

BINGO! 10-11:30 a.m. at 
Little Chapel Church 69 CR 
5. RSVP 719-687-3330 ext. 
6. Call to set up a ride 719-
687-0256.

9, 23 Little Chapel Food Pantry 
Distribution 2-5 p.m.

22 Winter Wonderland at 
Colorado Wolf and Wildlife 
Center 9-11 a.m. Join us 
for a holiday Celebration! 
Festivities include breakfast 
burritos with the wolves. $40 
for 12 and older, $20 for ages 
6-11 (no one under age 6 is 
permitted). Pre-paid event, 
limited space, reservations 
required! FMI 719-687-9742 
or www.wolfeducation.org.

FAIRPLAY
11 Free Legal Clinic 2-5 p.m. 

at the library. Call 719-836-
4297 to schedule.

WIZARDS OF THE PEAKS
29 BINGO at Ellen’s Place 5 p.m.
• Sunday Open Play starts 11 a.m.
• Boozy Board Games every 

other Monday 6 p.m.
• Monday Industry Night: Mon-

day Night Magic 7 p.m.
• Tuesday Industry Night: 

TTRPG 7 p.m.
• Thursdays Learn to Play 

Thursdays 6 p.m. December 
features Lumps — A Coal 
Dice Game

• Friday Night Magic 7 p.m.
• Saturdays All Ages Pokemon 

3-5 p.m.
• Saturdays Adult RPGs 7 p.m. 

FLORENCE
21 Get your Casey Jones on 

and come to the Model Trail 
Open House at the Flor-
ence Pioneer Museum and 
Research Center 100 E. Front 
St. 10-4 p.m. There will be 
running trains and static 
trains, coloring pages and 
activity books from Opera-
tion: Lifesaver (train safety), 
hot cider and home-made 
pizzelles. All aboard: www.
fl orencepioneermuseum.org.

JOHN C FREMONT LIBRARY
4, 11, 18 Wool Gatherers 10-noon
6, 13, 20, 27 Story Time 10:30 a.m.
6 Cañon City Workforce Center 

11-1 p.m. to answer any 

career related or job search 
questions.

9 Last day of Friends of the 
Library Christmas Auction.

12 Marty Lamm from Florence 
Pioneer Museum presents 
“Florence Trains” 2 p.m.

18 Narcan Kiosk training 2 p.m. 
with the Fremont County 
Dept of Health.

23 Matinee Monday Movie 2 
p.m. “A Christmas Story” 
Popcorn is provided, bring 
your beverage.

SWEET RADIANCE 
located at 201 West Main St.
7 Grand Reopening 10-5 p.m.
14 Sip and Dip Saturday 10-5 p.m.
15 Board Game Night 3-5 p.m.

FMI 719-323-5199

FLORISSANT
GRANGE
7 & 8 Christmas Bazaar 9-3 

p.m. Sat and 12-3 p.m. Sun, 
16 crafters and vendors are 
inside the main building and 
30+ crafters and artists are 
displayed in the Gift Shop. 

21 Annual Christmas Party with 
Santa. Bring the kiddos and 
take pictures. Goodie bags, 
cookies, punch and hot cocoa 
will be served.

• Every Thursday (except 
Christmas and New Year) 
Potluck and live music 6-8 
p.m. Come meet your com-
munity and join the fun.

• Every Tuesday Quilt of Valor 
Guild meets 9-noon. If you 
are a quilter and would like 
to join us, please stop in and 
meet us; join our group. We 
make Quilts of Valor for our 
local and surrounding com-
munity Veterans.

LIBRARY
11 Florissant Bookworms Book 

Club 10:30-12 p.m.
13 Food Crafts at 11am. Come 

as a family and learn cooking 
skills while making some-
thing fun! In December we’re 
making holiday quesadillas! 

13 Tarot Club 3 p.m. Teens and up 
are welcome to join this group 
and learn all things tarot.  De-
cember’s theme is restoration.

17 Read Amok Book Club 
themed “teachers” Bring up 
to 5 books within the theme 
to share! 11-12:30 p.m. De-
cember’s theme is Party!

17 Free Legal Clinic 2-5 p.m. Call 
719-748-3939 to schedule.

20 Holiday Card Creation at 11 
a.m. Join us as a family and 
make holiday cards to send 
to your friends and family!

20 Friends at the Table Cook-
book Club December’s 
theme is Holiday! Bring a 
dish to share! 11:30-1 p.m.

RLD is closed on December 
24th, 25th, and 31st!

• Romp and Roll the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each 
month from 10-11 a.m. Play 
group/open gym for kids 5 and 
under. Engage in active play! 

• Tuesdays Tai Chi 10-11 a.m. 
Come relax with us!

• Thursdays Yarnia! 10-12 p.m. 
Craft and share your knitting 
and crocheting love with others!

• The second and fourth Tues-
day of each month join us 
for Hooks and Needles, an 
additional club for crafting! 
10-12 p.m.

• The third Wednesday of each 
month join us for Crafting 
Together, a club where we 
fi nish our abandoned art 
projects 10-11:30 a.m.

• Storytime every Friday at 10 a.m.
FMI 719-748-3939

GUFFEY
LIBRARY
3 Walking, Talking Threads 

12:30-3 p.m. Meets every 
fi rst Tuesday of the month. 
Take a nice brisk walk 
around Guffey Town and 
meet back at the library to 
crochet, knit, and talk away.

11 Free Legal Clinic 2-5 p.m. Call 
719-689-9280 to schedule.

18 Rocky Mountain Rural 
Health Outreach 11-2 p.m. 
Weather permitting, RMRH 
representatives will be offering 
free health screenings, sound 
fi nancial medical advice, free 
clothing and much more.

• Guffey Literary Society will not 
meet due to holidays and travel.
FMI 719-689-9280 or 
Guffeylib@parkco.us.

HARTSEL
 • Country Church of Hartsel meets 

at the Hartsel Community 
Center 80 Valley View Drive 
10 a.m. Sundays. Everyone 
is welcome! FMI call Jimmy 
Anderson 719-358-1100.

LAKE GEORGE
11 Free Legal Clinic at the 

library 2-5 p.m. Call 719-
748-3812 to schedule.

MANITOU 
SPRINGS

See Dec happenings on page 15.

VICTOR
13 Victor Parade of Lights 6 

p.m. Main St.
13 Victor Christmas 6:45 p.m. 

at Victor Elk’s Lodge
13 Victor Jingle Bell Ball 7 p.m. 

at Victor Elk’s Lodge
Through Dec 24 Victor Elf 

Hunt, see page 12.
8 Through Jan. 1 Gold Camp 

Holiday Headframe Lighting 
weekends when weather is 
permitting.

WOODLAND 
PARK

7 & 8 The 26th Annual Tweeds 
Holiday Home Tour 10-5 
p.m. each day. FMI https://
www.wphht.org

7 Pampering Spa Day at Moun-
tain Vapor Lounge noon-2 
p.m. RSVP required. Weather 
permitting.

8 WP Wind Symphony Christ-
mas Concert at Church of 
the Nazarene Hwy 67 and 
Evergreen Heights, 7 p.m., 
doors open 6:30 p.m. FREE 
— donations welcome. FMI 
http://www.woodlandpark-
windsymphony.com 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP
4 Core Title Group Fundraiser & 

Toy Drive 5-8 p.m. Ute Pass 
Cultural Center. Come and 
enjoy dinner, drinks, and silent 
auctions. All for a good cause! 
Please bring a new toy benefi t-
ing Community Partnership 
Family Resource Center holiday 
gift program. RSVP ACooper@
coretitlegroupllc.com.

6 Christmas Dinner & Show 6-10 
p.m. Shining Mountain Golf 
Course. Singing, dancing, jazz 
band featuring The Satin Dollz 
and costumed carolers.  Family 
fun at Santas craft shop, indoor 
snow play area, and meet & 
greet with Santa. To benefi t 
Community Partnership Family 
Resource Center. FMI & Ticket 
Sales www.goldhilltheatres.
com or 719-687-3555.

13 Crossroads Co-Parenting 
Seminar 9:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m. 
Teller County court approved 
parenting and divorce class 
seminar. $35 fee. Pre-
registration required. FMI 
Michelle@cpteller.org.

15 Kidsongs Sing Along 
Christmas Show & Toy Drive 
3-5 p.m. Gold Hill Dine-in 

Theatres. Meet Santa & Mrs. 
Claus, big screen show with 
tree lighting, sing along, and 
indoor snow. Bring a toy to 
leave under the tree benefi ting 
Community Partnership Fam-
ily Resource Center holiday 
gift program. FMI & ticket 
sales www.goldhilltheatres.
com or 719-687-3555. 

20 Kidsongs Sing Along Christ-
mas Show & Toy Drive 7:30-
9:30 p.m. Gold Hill Dine-in 
Theatres. Meet Santa & Mrs. 
Claus, big screen show with 
tree lighting, sing along, and 
indoor snow. Bring a toy to 
leave under the tree benefi ting 
Community Partnership Fam-
ily Resource Center holiday 
gift program. FMI & Ticket 
Sales www.goldhilltheatres.
com or 719-687-3555.

21 Cookies & Milk with Santa 
11-1 p.m. Meet & greet with 
Mr. & Mrs. Claus, stocking 
giveaway, photo opportuni-
ties, letters to Santa, and 
holiday craft activities. Fun 
for the whole family.  FMI 
719-686-0705.

• Addiction Support Wednesdays 
9-4 p.m. Face It TOGETHER 
provides free personalized, 
nonjudgmental peer coaching 
for those impacted by addic-
tion. Walk-ins welcome. FMI 
www.wefaceittogether.org 

• Career Center Tuesdays & 
Thursdays 10-3 p.m. Closed 
December 24. Pikes Peak 
Workforce Center helps with 
job searching, resume assis-
tance, and unemployment ap-
plications. Walk-ins welcome 
or schedule appointments 
with George@cpteller.org 

• Family Café Monday through 
Thursday 9-12 p.m. Closed 
December 23-26. Enjoy 
coffee, Free Wi-Fi, Kid’s 
Corner, and a space for 
parents and caregivers in our 
community to connect. 

• GED Classes Mondays & 
Wednesdays 10-12 p.m. New 
students (min. age 16) may join 
GED classes after completing 
orientation and $40 registration 
fee. FMI Katy@cpteller.org.  

• Pearson VUE Testing Center 
Mondays 9:30-5:30 p.m. 
Closed December 30. 
Schedule your certifi cation 
or licensure exam at www.
pearsonvue.com. Fees vary. 
FMI Katy@cpteller.org.

• Playgroup Tuesdays, Wednes-
days & Fridays 9:30-11 a.m. 
No Playgroup December 24, 
25, 27. Walk-ins welcome. 
Parents and caregivers with 
children ages 5 & under. 
Older siblings are welcome. 
FMI Aimee@cpteller.org.

• Telehealth Location Monday 
through Thursday 9-4 p.m. 
Closed December 23-26. 
Comfortable private rooms 
and equipment available 
for any virtual appointment 
including health care, therapy 
visits, interviews, parent-
teacher conferences, and more.

• Yoga with Leah Mondays. First 
come, fi rst served, no late en-
try. Bring your own mat and 
props. All levels welcome. 
FMI Michelle@cpteller.org.

• Yoga with Leah Wednesdays 
5-6 p.m. No Yoga December 
25. First come, fi rst served, no 

late entry. Bring your own mat 
and props. All levels welcome. 
FMI Michelle@cpteller.org.

    All programs at Community 
Partnership 701 Gold Hill 
Place unless otherwise noted. 
FMI 719-686-0705.

LIBRARY
3 Woodland Park Book Club 

10:30 a.m. Check our book 
clubs’ page to see what we’re 
reading next!

4 Teen Craft Day 3:45-5:30 p.m. 
Alcohol Ink Trinket Dishes!

4 Kids Crafternoon from 3-5 
p.m. Join us for a craft and 
downtime to read, work on 
homework or projects! We’re 
making paper snow globes!

4 Evening Adult Fiction Book 
Club 5 p.m. 

4 Evening Tarot Club at 7 p.m. 
Join us for an afterhours edi-
tion of tarot club! Decem-
ber’s theme is restoration.

6 Coffee Chats 10 a.m. Join us for 
coffee and conversation. Meet 
new friends in Woodland Park!

12 Reader’s Circle Book Club 
10:30 a.m. in the Large 
Meeting Room.

14 Holiday Concert at 12:30 
p.m. With a warm drink in 
hand, enjoy piano, vocal, and 
ukulele holiday tunes you 
know and love!

17 Free Legal Clinic 2-5 p.m. Call 
719-748-3939 to schedule.

18 Teen Craft Day 3:45-5:30 p.m. 
Alcohol Ink Trinket Dishes!

18 Celebrating Diversity at 3:45 
p.m. Join a community for 
LGBTQ+ youth and allies! Fun 
activities provided each month!

19 DMV To Go from 10:30-
3:30 p.m. Need to update 
or get an ID? Please call to 
make an appointment and 
check our website for all 
available services!

19 Fireside Fairytales at 5:45 
p.m. Come in cozy clothes 
for hot drinks and a fantasy 
story reading after hours!

21 Holiday Passport Event from 
10-12 p.m. Learn about how 
other countries and cultures 
around the world celebrate 
winter holidays with crafts, 
food, and more!

21 Teen Winter Waffl e Bar at 10 
a.m. Come have breakfast at 
the library with a waffl e bar in 
the teen room! We will also be 
watching a seasonal movie.

26 Tarot Club 3 p.m. Teens and 
up are welcome to join this 
group and learn all things 
tarot. December’s theme is 
restoration.

28 Godzilla’s Birthday Party 
starting at 10 a.m. Godzilla is 
70 this year! Let’s celebrate 
all day with activities around 
the library. 

• Pokemon Trading Card Game 
Club every Thursday at 5 
p.m. in the Children’s Area 
Trainers of all ability levels 
are welcome!

• Tuesday Books and Babies 10 
a.m. a special storytime for 
babies and toddlers.

• Tuesdays is Magic the Gather-
ing from 4-6 p.m.

• Thursdays Preschool Story-
time 10 a.m.

• Thursdays Tai Chi at 5 p.m.
• Fridays Tai Chi at 10 a.m.
RLD is closed on December 

24th, 25th, and 31st!

719.687.2201
1084 Cedar Mtn. Road • Divide • www.tellerparkvet.com

Shannon Lemons, DVM

Accepting 
Care Credit

Large and Small Animal Medicine and 
Surgery, Specializing in Dentistry

Stress Less About 
Accounting and Taxes!
Bookkeeping, Accounting, Payroll, 

Individual and Business Tax 
Services, QuickBooks Training, 

and Business Consulting

(719) 800-2432 • Propel-Accounting.com
kim@propel-accounting.com

South Park Insurance
Colorado Insurance Advisors

551 Front Street, Fairplay, Colorado • 719.836.2980
www.insurance-southpark.com • ellen@coloradoia.com

Your FIRST choice for insurance in the high country!

Finding  
Good  

Insurance 
is no  

Accident!

MUSIC LESSONS
Violin, Beginning Guitar 

and Mandolin

FLIP: (719) 429-3361
flip@ghvalley.net

Green Thumb  
Tree Service  

and Landscaping

Owner:  
Jordan Hilliard 

Professional Tree Trimming & Removal
Tree Health & Disease Management

Storm Cleanup & Fire Mitigation
Landscape Design • Hardscaping

Irrigation & Lighting
Local References Available

520-449-4129
8370 US 24, Cascade CO, 80809

https://www.greenthumbtreeaz.com

Insured

Fall Special:

15% OFF  

thru Dec. 21

640 Route 285  
unit C • Fairplay 
at the Sinclair Station

218-556-3809

CIGAR AND SIPPING LOUNGE
INDOOR GOLF SIMULATOR

GUIDED FLY FISHING
ESPRESSO BAR

Hours: Mon.-Sun. 9am - 7pm
www.rockymtncigarco.com

'Barbara 'Pi.ckholz-'Weiner 
RN, BSN, MAC, EMDRII 

:)our� � Cmter 
(719) 510-1268

321 W Henrietta Ave • Ste AA Woodland Park, CO 

80863 www.journeyscounsellngcenter.com 

journeyscounselingctr@gmail.com 

GREGORY S. COOPER, D.V.M.

312 W. Hwy. 24 • Box 5999
Woodland Park, CO 80866

(719) 687-6000
gcompassionanimalhospital@gmail.com

mycompassionanimalhospital.com

Just east of the Abby and next to the 
Quality Inn in Cañon City, nestled in 

a small mall on the frontage road on the 
north side of State Highway 50 behind 
the 10 foot carved bear is a delightful new 
shop Hometown Rustic Creations, at 3055 
East Hwy 50 suite F.

The shop, which opened August 1 of 
this year, is the perfect spot to shop for 
Christmas or for that special unique gift 
you are looking for.

Hometown Creations is owned and 
operated by Jenny and Justin Mathias, 
both born and raised in Fremont County. 
Hometown Creations features 26 different 
local vendors all from Fremont County, 
including, but not limited to, Cañon City, 
Florence, Penrose, Williamsburg, Coal 
Creek and Rockvale. Every week the shop 
gets new items in, said Jenny. Everything 
is hand made.

The shop name came from the fact that 
the carved wooden bears are rustic, it’s a 
local hometown market and it’s every-
one’s creation, said Jenny.

Items in the shop include wood carv-
ings, metal art, handmade jewelry, epoxy 
art, holiday décor, crochet items, goat 
milk soap and lotion, quilts and lots more!

The wooden bears are made at Kevin 
Santana’s Cañon business in a duplicator 
and fi nished off with a chainsaw, accord-
ing to Jenny.

The shop is inner connected with the 
next door Cigarette Mart, which the 
couple bought October 31, 2023, and 
has been at that location since November 
1987, added Jenny.

Hometown Rustic Creations is open 
Monday-Saturday 9-5 p.m. and is closed 
on Sunday. Phone 719-315-1583. Visit 
htrusrticcreations.com. Or hometownrus-
ticcretions24@gmail.com. 

Stop on by, you can’t miss it behind the 
10 foot wooden carved bear.

Hometown Rustic Creations
by Flip Boettcher

Jenny and Zoey inside the shop.
Cover: The front of Hometown Rustic 

Creations and Cigarette Mart.

Visit Manitou Springs wel-
comes you to escape and 

enjoy the holiday season with 
these upcoming events to get 
you in the giving spirit.

Letters to Santa Dropbox 
will be located at the Town 
Clock Park from December 
1-19. Make sure to put your 
return address on your letter 
so Santa knows where to send 
his reply!

Shop small, park free!
The City of Manitou Springs will provide 

2 free hours of parking for shoppers on De-
cember 14-25. Applicable to street parking 
in Downtown Manitou Springs — use the 
parking kiosk to select your two free hours.

Holiday decorating 
competition

The Manitou Springs Downtown Holi-
day Window Decorating Competition has 
returned for 2024, starting on December 
1. A People’s Choice award will be given, 
and we are asking for your vote! Cast your 
ballot for the best overall holiday deco-
rated storefront by including your winning 
business choice in an email to monica@
manitouchamber.com. Everyone voting 
will be entered into a drawing for $25 in 
Manitou Money to be awarded on Dec 20. 
Winners announced on December 21.

Elf Hunt Returns
Three little elves are hiding in various 

local Manitou Springs stores, each marked 
with a sign indicating their number. The 
elves will change locations weekly, keep-
ing the hunt fresh and exciting.

Participants who spot all three elves 
can enter a weekly drawing to win $25 in 
Manitou Money by calling 719-685-5089 or 
emailing monica@manitouchamber.com.

Follow #ElfHuntManitou on social me-
dia for updates, clues, and a dash of festive 
fun. Share your discoveries and connect 
with fellow elf hunters this season!

Holiday strolling brass
Music to get you in the spirit! Strolling 

brass musicians will wander Manitou Ave 
on Sundays in December to spread holiday 
cheer. Sundays December 1, 8, 15, 22 from 
12 -2 p.m. in downtown Manitou Springs.

FMI, please contact Jenna Gallas at jen-
na@manitouchamber.com or 719-685-5089.

Holiday happenings in Manitou 
Springs
by Jenna Gallas

Mueller State Park
by Anna Miller

Tip of the month: This time of year the 
trails may be snow covered, icy and 

bare in spots. Come prepared with spikes 
and lots of clothing layers.
6 Nature Nook 11:30-1:30 p.m. at the 

Visitor Center.
9 Nature Journaling Workshop 1-3 

p.m. at Visitor Center Auditorium 
(register in advance).

20 Nature Nook 11:30-1:30 p.m. at the 
Visitor Center.

21 Nature Ornaments 10-12 p.m. at the 
Visitor Center Auditorium.

23 Junior Naturalist — Winter Detec-
tives 1-2 p.m. at the Visitor Center.

28 Guided Hike Elk Meadow* 9-11 
a.m.

30 Winter Adaptations 1-3 p.m. at the 
Visitor Center.

1 Jan First Day Hikes – TBD
1 First Day Forest Bathing 12-2:30 

p.m.

*Indicates to meet at the Trailhead of 
the same name.

FMI 719-687-2366
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